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	Google Maps 
Market your business without going Nuts!
http://www.acorn-is.com    
Sales: 877-226-7699 / Support:  719-329-0977


Note:  We at Acorn continually try to provide our customers with accurate step by step instructions, but please know that there may be times when what we have written no longer coincides with the topic of choice.   Please always refer back to the actual product page of the topic in discussion to read the up to date information should you experience problems with the instructions provided by Acorn.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
If you do not have a Google Account, start here: 


	
If you don’t have a Google account you may sign up for one by going to the link below.

https://www.google.com/accounts/NewAccount?continue=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&hl=en
** Note: You only want to have 1 (ONE) Master Google account.  Setting up a second one when you already have one MAY cause issues with Google.  Click here and try all your E-Mail possibilities before you set up a new account to make sure you don’t have one lurking out there you may have forgot about.
https://www.google.com/accounts/ForgotPasswd?fpOnly=1


Acorn Internet Services Google Maps Handout 

Google continually adds user-friendly content to it’s offerings. Google Maps is an easy way to add special interest to your site. Acorn can code a page on your site to hold a Google Map. You can then update the map yourself to save money on development costs. 

Here is an example of a one-layer Google Map that Acorn has coded into the site: 

http://www.pikespeakareabnbs.com/locate-attractions.php
Here is an example of a layered map that was coded by Acorn, but the upkeep is done by the innkeeper: 

http://www.albuquerquebedandbreakfasts.com/interactive-map.php
If you click on the little map icons, you will see information about an area attraction. This little bubble can be as easy as text-only, or have photos, directions, the attractions URL, hours, etc. 
Creating and editing a Google map is pretty easy, and fun! 
Creating and Editing a Map
First, sign in to your Google Local Business or other Google Account. 
1. Go to http://maps.google.com
2. Click My Maps, then Create New Map
3. Title your map- make this obvious, so if you have to stop and return to your work, you will know exactly where to go. You can also add a description here. 
4. Make your map Public, so that it will appear on your site. This will also allow your maps to be listed in the search results. Click Save.
5. First, mark a starting point on your map. On the search bar at the top, key in your address, then click Search Maps. If a map listing comes up on the map, click Save to My Maps.  This will be your starting point. If you have a Google local business account, a listing should come up with your business on it. 

6. Now, search for businesses matching your description in the search bar, such as restaurants. Choose your selections from the listings to the left of the map. Once you have chosen a listing, click Save to My Maps. You can then edit your bubbles to your preference. 
7. Change the icon to match what you are listing- for example, use the forks icon for restaurants, and the hiking icon for hiking areas. 

8. To add a link, type the text you desire (ex. website), highlight the text, click the link icon. A box will pop up in which you will type the URL with the location’s website.

9. If you’d like to add a picture, click the little picture above the box in the bubble. It is on the far right.  A small box will pop up in which you will enter the URL of the desired image. 
10. Use the same technique to add videos from Youtube. 

11. Continue until you have added all of your locations. 

12. SAVE your map. Then click Done.
13. When you are done with your map, Acorn will code the map into your site. 

If you are building a layered map, where you can turn off and on categories, you will need to make separate maps for your different categories. For example, if you want a Dining category, make a map of restaurants titled restaurants, then you might want to create additional maps of area nature attractions, museums, etc., all with corresponding titles.  These maps can be as varied as you like, but remember, once the coding is done to include these interactive map layers to your web site, you will not be able to add categories without the coding being re-done, which is billable Acorn time. You can, however, add as many locations into your existing map categories as you wish, at any time. 
Google maps are an easy way to add a beautiful feature to your web site. 
